
 

Minutes of Meeting – April 25, 2018 

Camden Opera House --Gentlemen’s Smoking Lounge – 6 pm 

Members Present: Roger Rittmaster, Chair; Vicki Doudera; Stephanie Smith; Morgan Laidlaw; Barbara 
Lawrence (via phone.)  Seth Meyer and Marc Ratner arrived at 6:54 pm. 

Absent:  Wayne Ruesswick.  

1. We may be changing our meetings to the second Wednesday of each month.  This would go into effect 
in June. We will be meeting at the Washington Street Conference Room. 

2. Minutes from the March meeting were approved unanimously.  

3. Roger gave us a recap of the response to his letter regarding the bag ordinance. He met with several 
select board members as well as our town manager, and it was decided that there will be a workshop, 
date to be announced. Roger had a meeting with Jenna Lookner and Marc Ratner and reminded them 
we need to understand the process more clearly for developing ordinances. 

4. Dave Bolstridge has hired Brody Campbell as an intern, starting in May.  There were many qualified 
candidates but Brody has engineering experience which Dave will find helpful. 

Kayleigh Sauda has started as an intern as well.  She has been going house to house to check for 
improper connections. She will also be doing some bacterial testing of storm water, and Dave is planning 
to do DNA testing to determine if the bacteria is animal or human.   

5. Stephanie said the BYOBCamden.org is our new website. She is getting ready to start our outreach 
education – posters, etc.  Thank you to Stephanie and Molly – great job on all this! 

6. Barbara presented an update on her efforts. She has received funding from a private donation for the 
Stewardship Education Outreach Program.  Here are the components: 

a. The Discovery Bags with age-appropriate materials will be created, one for elementary and 
one for middle school, with stewardship of the harbor as the theme. 

b. The analog backpacks from Herring Gut Learning Center will be used around town at the Y and 
at the Camden Yacht Club to test water quality. 

c. She is working on the Touch Tank location which would be used 4 days this summer, at 
$250/day. This will be a pilot program, supplied by Herring Gut, for one year.  

d. The display board will be by Steve Pixley’s office and Barbara will look for someone to build it.  



Barbara mentioned the harbor/watershed clean up, and Seth and Vicki suggested using the Leonard 
Lookner Memorial Clean Up as a model.  Jenna Lookner and Alison did a good job organizing and we 
should work with them to get other clean ups going. 

Stephanie asked for clarification around the Touch Tank, would it be sustainable – and Barbara said it is 
just a pilot.  Barbara said she would like to ask Camden National to sponsor the tank; Morgan suggested 
that we have Steve Pixley be the conduit and said there should also be a back-up location if there is fog. 
Barbara said Steve has been extremely helpful. 

Stephanie asked what became of the touch tank critters and Barbara said they are returned to their 
watery homes. Barbara moved that we accept the private donation for the Stewardship Education 
Outreach Program; Morgan seconded. The vote was unanimous in favor. 

 7. The “sidewalk buttler” was questioned by the Design Committee since smoking is not allowed 
downtown. Either the ordinance is enforced or it should be changed to admit that smoking is happening.  

8. Seth said he has a quote for two boat pump out signs -- $340 for both.  Motion made and seconded 
with unanimous approval for these signs.  

Treasurer’s Report:  We have a total of about $4100 in all accounts, not including the private SEOP 
money. 

9. Roger mentioned that two worn storm drain markers were placed in his Town mailbox. Wayne is 
absent but had told Roger he will use a heavy duty adhesive to keep them adhered to the roads. 

10. Vicki gave a report on Earth Day, and thanked Commission members for their displays. Roger thanked 
Vicki and she said she was pleased with the way the evening went. The presentation for Doug was 
particularly nice.  

11. Morgan reported on Sagamore Farm.  He has been doing some trail work and more will be done. 
Roger said they are in beautiful shape and that he is leading a nature walk this Saturday with Doug.  We 
spoke about vernal pools and whether there are any true vernal pools at Sagamore. Roger is going to do 
more research.  

12. Morgan brought up the Federal award money that Audra Caler-Bell, town manager, received for 
Tannery clean up. Marc said it is especially important because so little money was given out.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:41. 

Next meeting – Wednesday, June 13th at 5:30 at the Washington St. Conference Room. That night is 
TOWN MEETING so we will meet earlier than usual, at 5:30.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Vicki Doudera 

CCC Secretary  


